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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1/28/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 18-29 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The amendment to the claims 
necessitated the new grounds of rejection. However, the references of Motamed '969 
and Gassho '626 are still applied to all of the claims. The third reference cures any 
deficiencies in the previously mentioned references. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 18-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Motamed '969 (US Pat No 7081969) in view of Gassho '626 (US Pat No 7180626) and 
Abe '792 (US Pat No 6894792). 

Re claim 18: Motamed '969 discloses an automatic print load balancing comprising: 
an executing unit adapted to execute printing of a job having a first priority in 
preference to another job having a second priority that is lower than the first priority (i.e. 
in Motamed '969, priority printing allows for certain jobs to be placed at a higher 
priority than others and also allows for those higher priority jobs to be printed 
before the other jobs. A job having a fastest setting, considered as a job with a 
first priority, is placed on top of the queue of a printer and printed before a job set 
as a background job, analogous to a job with a second or lower priority; see figs. 
1-4; col. 4, lines 55-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15). 

However, Motamed '969 fails to teach a proxy processing unit adapted to, when 
an error is detected in a first printer, move a job stored in a first queue provided for the 
first printer to a second queue provided for a second printer so as to execute proxy 
printing and changes the moved job to have a higher priority than another job stored in 
the second queue, if the moved job has an earlier reception time than that other job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Gassho '626. Gassho 
'626 discloses a proxy processing unit adapted to, when an error is detected in a first 
printer, move a job stored in a first queue provided for the first printer to a second queue 
provided for a second printer so as to execute proxy printing (i.e. in the system, when 
an error is detected by the print monitoring unit, or the printer is detected to be in 
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an error status, a print job is transferred from one print queue or a printer to 
another print queue of a second printing apparatus; see figs. 2-6; col. 12, lines 28 
- col. 16, line 46) and changes the moved job to have a higher priority than another job 
stored in the second queue (i.e. in the system, each job has a certain priority 
identification data (FG1) representing the priority of printing in the system. This 
priority is an "A", "B" or a "C". These priorities are represented in all print jobs 
in the system. Once a job in the job transferring process arrives at the other 
printer's queue, the spool printing process routine occurs. The spool printing 
process routine involves evaluating the priority of each print job and printing the 
print job according to that priority. If a job in the second queue has a highest 
priority is transferred to another queue with a job having a standard priority of 
printing, then the highest priority print job will be performed first. Therefore, in 
this example, the print job with the highest printing priority maintains that same 
priority for printing; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33). 

Therefore, in view of Gassho '626, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of a proxy processing unit 
adapted to, when an error is detected in a first printer, move a job stored in a first queue 
provided for the first printer to a second queue provided for a second printer so as to 
execute proxy printing and changes the moved job to have a higher priority than another 
job stored in the second queue in order to transfer a print job from a printer in the error 
status (as stated in Gassho '626 col. 12, lines 28-36). 
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However, the combination of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 fails to teach 
to have a higher priority than another job stored in the queue, if the moved job has an 
earlier reception time than that other job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Abe 792. Abe 792 
discloses to have a higher priority than another job stored in the queue, if the moved job 
has an earlier reception time than that other job (i.e. Abe 792 teaches that when the 
printing system is in non-priority mode, the processing order of print jobs is 
based on the reception time; see col. 11, lines 1-40). 

Therefore, in view of Abe 792, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
at the time the invention was made to have the feature of to have a higher priority than 
another job stored in the queue, if the moved job has an earlier reception time than that 
other job incorporated in the system of Motamed '969, modified by the features of 
Gassho '626 disclosed above, in order to determine the processing order of print jobs 
based on the reception time (as stated in Abe 792 col. 11, lines 1-40). 

Re claim 19: The teachings of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 and Abe 792 are 
disclosed above. 

Motamed '969 discloses an apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said executing 
unit selects, from among jobs which have not been transmitted to a print processing unit 
(i.e. in Motamed '969, the print jobs that are chosen to be executed are selected 
from jobs that are on the print queue that have not been transmitted to the print 
engine for actual printing; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, lines 1-67 and 
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col. 5, lines 1 -1 5), a job having a higher priority than others of those jobs (i.e. in the 
system of Motamed '969, the system checks the print job setting to see if the 
priority is the fastest setting or the background setting. Based on the setting, the 
print job may be placed on the top of the queue for printing or remains at the 
current position of the print job; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, lines 1- 
67 and col. 5, lines 1-15), reads the selected job (i.e. the print jobs have to be read 
by the system in order to determine their priority and to perform the process of 
obtaining the print job from the print queue and to transmit the print job to the 
printer for printing; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, lines 1-67 and col. 5, 
lines 1-15), and transmits the read job to the print processing unit (i.e. once the print 
job is reached in the queue, the print job is sent to the printer for printing; see 
figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, lines 1-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15). 

Re claim 20: Motamed '969 discloses a print control method comprising: 

an executing step, of executing printing of a job having a first priority in 
preference to a job having a second priority that is lower than the first priority (i.e. in 
Motamed '969, priority printing allows for certain jobs to be placed at a higher 
priority than others and also allows for those higher priority jobs to be printed 
before the other jobs. A job having a fastest setting, considered as a job with a 
first priority, is placed on top of the queue of a printer and printed before a job set 
as a background job, analogous to a job with a second or lower priority; see figs. 
1-4; col. 4, lines 55-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15). 
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However, Motamed '969 fails to teach a proxy processing step, of, when an error 
is detected in a first printer, moving a job stored in a first queue provided for the first 
printer to a second queue provided for a second printer so as to execute proxy printing 
and changing the moved job to have a higher priority than another job stored in the 
second queue, if the moved job has an earlier reception time than that other job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Gassho '626. Gassho 
'626 discloses a proxy processing step, of, when an error is detected in a first printer, 
moving a job stored in a first queue provided for the first printer to a second queue 
provided for a second printer so as to execute proxy printing (i.e. in the system, when 
an error is detected by the print monitoring unit, or the printer is detected to be in 
an error status, a print job is transferred from one print queue or a printer to 
another print queue of a second printing apparatus; see figs. 2-6; col. 12, lines 28 
- col. 16, line 46) and changing the moved job to have a higher priority than another 
job stored in the second queue (i.e. in the system, each job has a certain priority 
identification data (FG1) representing the priority of printing in the system. This 
priority is an "A", "B" or a "C". These priorities are represented in all print jobs 
in the system. Once a job in the job transferring process arrives at the other 
printer's queue, the spool printing process routine occurs. The spool printing 
process routine involves evaluating the priority of each print job and printing the 
print job according to that priority. If a job in the second queue has a highest 
priority is transferred to another queue with a job having a standard priority of 
printing, then the highest priority print job will be performed first. Therefore, in 
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this example, the print job with the highest printing priority maintains that same 
priority for printing; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33). 

Therefore, in view of Gassho '626, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the method step of a proxy processing 
step, of, when an error is detected in a first printer, moving a job stored in a first queue 
provided for the first printer to a second queue provided for a second printer so as to 
execute proxy printing and changing the moved job to have a higher priority than 
another job stored in the second queue in order to transfer a print job from a printer in 
the error status (as stated in Gassho '626 col. 12, lines 28-36). 

However, the combination of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 fails to teach 
to have a higher priority than another job stored in the queue, if the moved job has an 
earlier reception time than other job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Abe 792. Abe 792 
discloses to have a higher priority than another job stored in the queue, if the moved job 
has an earlier reception time than other job (i.e. Abe 792 teaches that when the 
printing system is in non-priority mode, the processing order of print jobs is 
based on the reception time; see col. 11, lines 1-40). 

Therefore, in view of Abe 792, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
at the time the invention was made to have the method step of to have a higher priority 
than another job stored in the queue, if the moved job has an earlier reception time than 
other job incorporated in the system of Motamed '969, modified by the features of 
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Gassho '626 disclosed above, in order to determine the processing order of print jobs 
based on the reception time (as stated in Abe 792 col. 1 1 , lines 1-40). 

Re claim 21 : The teachings of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 and Abe 792 are 
disclosed above. 

Motamed '969 discloses a method according to claim 20, wherein said executing step 
includes selecting, from among jobs which have not been transmitted to a print 
processing unit (i.e. in Motamed '969, the print jobs that are chosen to be executed 
are selected from jobs that are on the print queue that have not been transmitted 
to the print engine for actual printing; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, 
lines 1-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15), a job having a higher priority than others of those 
jobs (i.e. in the system of Motamed '969, the system checks the print job setting to 
see if the priority is the fastest setting or the background setting. Based on the 
setting, the print job may be placed on the top of the queue for printing or 
remains at the current position of the print job; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and 
col. 4, lines 1-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15), reading the selected job (i.e. the print jobs 
have to be read by the system in order to determine their priority and to perform 
the process of obtaining the print job from the print queue and to transmit the 
print job to the printer for printing; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, lines 
1-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15), and transmitting the read job to the print processing unit 
(i.e. once the print job is reached in the queue, the print job is sent to the printer 
for printing; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, lines 1-67 and col. 5, lines 1- 
15). 
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Re claim 22: Motamed '969 discloses computer readable storage medium storing a 
program that causes a computer to execute a print control method (see load balancing 
module; col. 2, lines 39-44), the method comprising: 

an executing step, of executing printing of a job having a first priority in 
preference to a job having a second priority that is lower than the first priority (i.e. in 
Motamed '969, priority printing allows for certain jobs to be placed at a higher 
priority than others and also allows for those higher priority jobs to be printed 
before the other jobs. A job having a fastest setting, considered as a job with a 
first priority, is placed on top of the queue of a printer and printed before a job set 
as a background job, analogous to a job with a second or lower priority; see figs. 
1-4; col. 4, lines 55-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15). 

However, Motamed '969 fails to teach a proxy processing step, of, when an error 
is detected in a first printer, moving a job stored in a first queue provided for the first 
printer to a second queue provided for a second printer so as to execute proxy printing 
and changing the moved job to have a higher priority than another job stored in the 
second queue, if the moved job has an earlier reception time than that other job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Gassho '626. Gassho 
'626 discloses a proxy processing step, of, when an error is detected in a first printer, 
moving a job stored in a first queue provided for the first printer to a second queue 
provided for a second printer so as to execute proxy printing (i.e. in the system, when 
an error is detected by the print monitoring unit, or the printer is detected to be in 
an error status, a print job is transferred from one print queue or a printer to 
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another print queue of a second printing apparatus; see figs. 2-6; col. 12, lines 28 
- col. 16, line 46) and changing the moved job to have a higher priority than another 
job stored in the second queue (i.e. in the system, each job has a certain priority 
identification data (FG1) representing the priority of printing in the system. This 
priority is an "A", "B" or a "C". These priorities are represented in all print jobs 
in the system. Once a job in the job transferring process arrives at the other 
printer's queue, the spool printing process routine occurs. The spool printing 
process routine involves evaluating the priority of each print job and printing the 
print job according to that priority. If a job in the second queue has a highest 
priority is transferred to another queue with a job having a standard priority of 
printing, then the highest priority print job will be performed first. Therefore, in 
this example, the print job with the highest printing priority maintains that same 
priority for printing; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33). 

Therefore, in view of Gassho '626, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the method step of a proxy processing 
step, of, when an error is detected in a first printer, moving a job stored in a first queue 
provided for the first printer to a second queue provided for a second printer so as to 
execute proxy printing and changing the moved job to have a higher priority than 
another job stored in the second queue in order to transfer a print job from a printer in 
the error status (as stated in Gassho '626 col. 12, lines 28-36). 
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However, the combination of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 fails to teach 
to have a higher priority than another job stored in the queue, if the moved job has an 
earlier reception time than other job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Abe 792. Abe 792 
discloses to have a higher priority than another job stored in the queue, if the moved job 
has an earlier reception time than other job (i.e. Abe 792 teaches that when the 
printing system is in non-priority mode, the processing order of print jobs is 
based on the reception time; see col. 11, lines 1-40). 

Therefore, in view of Abe 792, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
at the time the invention was made to have the method step of to have a higher priority 
than another job stored in the queue, if the moved job has an earlier reception time than 
other job incorporated in the system of Motamed '969, modified by the features of 
Gassho '626 disclosed above, in order to determine the processing order of print jobs 
based on the reception time (as stated in Abe 792 col. 1 1 , lines 1-40). 

Re claim 23: The teachings of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 and Abe 792 are 
disclosed above. 

Motamed '969 discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 22, wherein 
said executing step includes selecting, from among jobs which have not been 
transmitted to a print processing unit (i.e. in Motamed '969, the print jobs that are 
chosen to be executed are selected from jobs that are on the print queue that 
have not been transmitted to the print engine for actual printing; see figs. 1-4; col. 
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3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, lines 1-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15), a job having a higher 
priority than others of those jobs (i.e. in the system of Motamed '969, the system 
checks the print job setting to see if the priority is the fastest setting or the 
background setting. Based on the setting, the print job may be placed on the top 
of the queue for printing or remains at the current position of the print job; see 
figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, lines 1-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15), reading the 
selected job (i.e. the print jobs have to be read by the system in order to determine 
their priority and to perform the process of obtaining the print job from the print 
queue and to transmit the print job to the printer for printing; see figs. 1 -4; col. 3, 
lines 1-67 and col. 4, lines 1-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15), and transmitting the read job 
to the print processing unit (i.e. once the print job is reached in the queue, the print 
job is sent to the printer for printing; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, 
lines 1-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15). 

Re claim 24: Motamed '969 discloses print system comprising: 

an executing unit adapted for executing printing of a job having a first priority and 
placed in a queue in preference to another job placed in the queue and having a second 
priority that is lower than the first priority (i.e. in Motamed '969, priority printing 
allows for certain jobs to be placed at a higher priority than others and also 
allows for those higher priority jobs to be printed before the other jobs. A job 
having a fastest setting, considered as a job with a first priority, is placed on top 
of the queue of a printer and printed before a job set as a background job, 
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analogous to a job with a second or lower priority; see figs. 1-4; col. 4, lines 55-67 
and col. 5, lines 1-15); 

a proxy unit adapted for executing proxy printing such that a job for a first printer 
is printed in a second printer in place of the first printer (i.e. in the system of cluster 
printing, errors often occur. The system is able to detect these errors and set the 
print job to be automatically rerouted to another printer, if the first selected 
printer is unable to print the print job. Therefore, the system performs the feature 
of the proxy unit above; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 52); and 

However, Motamed '969 fails to teach a proxy processing unit adapted for, when 
an error is detected in the first printer, moving a job stored in a first queue provided for 
the first printer to a second queue provided for the second printer so as to execute 
proxy printing and changing the moved job to have a higher priority than another job 
stored in the second queue, if the moved job has an earlier reception time than that 
other job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Gassho '626. Gassho 
'626 discloses a proxy processing unit adapted for, when an error is detected in the first 
printer, moving a job stored in a first queue provided for the first printer to a second 
queue provided for the second printer so as to execute proxy printing (i.e. in the 
system, when an error is detected by the print monitoring unit, or the printer is 
detected to be in an error status, a print job is transferred from one print queue or 
a printer to another print queue of a second printing apparatus; see figs. 2-6; col. 
12, lines 28 - col. 16, line 46) and changing the moved job to have a higher priority 
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than another job stored in the second queue (i.e. in the system, each job has a 
certain priority identification data (FG1) representing the priority of printing in the 
system. This priority is an "A", "B" or a "C". These priorities are represented in 
all print jobs in the system. Once a job in the job transferring process arrives at 
the other printer's queue, the spool printing process routine occurs. The spool 
printing process routine involves evaluating the priority of each print job and 
printing the print job according to that priority. If a job in the second queue has a 
highest priority is transferred to another queue with a job having a standard 
priority of printing, then the highest priority print job will be performed first. 
Therefore, in this example, the print job with the highest printing priority 
maintains that same priority for printing; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 18 — col. 16, 
line 33). 

Therefore, in view of Gassho '626, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of a proxy processing unit 
adapted for, when an error is detected in the first printer, moving a job stored in a first 
queue provided for the first printer to a second queue provided for the second printer so 
as to execute proxy printing and changing the moved job to have a higher priority than 
another job stored in the second queue in order to transfer a print job from a printer in 
the error status (as stated in Gassho '626 col. 12, lines 28-36). 

However, the combination of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 fails to teach 
to have a higher priority than another job stored in the queue, if the moved job has an 
earlier reception time than that other job. 
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However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Abe 792. Abe 792 
discloses to have a higher priority than another job stored in the queue, if the moved job 
has an earlier reception time than that other job (i.e. Abe 792 teaches that when the 
printing system is in non-priority mode, the processing order of print jobs is 
based on the reception time; see col. 11, lines 1-40). 

Therefore, in view of Abe 792, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
at the time the invention was made to have the feature of to have a higher priority than 
another job stored in the queue, if the moved job has an earlier reception time than that 
other job incorporated in the system of Motamed '969, modified by the features of 
Gassho '626 disclosed above, in order to determine the processing order of print jobs 
based on the reception time (as stated in Abe 792 col. 1 1 , lines 1-40). 

Re claim 25: The teachings of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 and Abe 792 are 
disclosed above. 

Motamed '969 discloses a system according to claim 24, wherein said executing unit 
selects, from among jobs which have not been transmitted to a printer (i.e. in Motamed 
'969, the print jobs that are chosen to be executed are selected from jobs that are 
on the print queue that have not been transmitted to the print engine or printer 
(51) for actual printing; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and col. 4, line 1 - col. 5, line 
15 and col. 10, lines 31 - col. 12, lines 36), a job having a higher priority than others 
of those jobs (i.e. in the system of Motamed '969, the system checks the print job 
setting to see if the priority is the fastest setting or the background setting. 
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Based on the setting, the print job may be placed on the top of the queue for 
printing or remains at the current position of the print job; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, 
lines 1-67 and col. 4, lines 1-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15), reads the selected job (i.e. 
the print jobs have to be read by the system in order to determine their priority 
and to perform the process of obtaining the print job from the print queue and to 
transmit the print job to the printer for printing; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and 
col. 4, lines 1-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15), and transmits the read job to the first or 
second printer as the case may be (i.e. once the print job is reached in the queue, 
the print job is sent to the printer for printing; see figs. 1-4; col. 3, lines 1-67 and 
col. 4, lines 1-67 and col. 5, lines 1-15). 

Re claim 26: The teachings of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 and Abe 792 are 
disclosed above. 

However, Motamed '969 fails to teach an apparatus according to claim 18, 
wherein, if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job 
has an later reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the 
second job, said proxy processing unit changes the moved job to have a higher priority 
than the second job and to have a lower priority than the first job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Gassho '626. Gassho 
'626 discloses wherein, if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue (i.e. in 
the system of Gassho '626, the second queue can contain any number of print 
jobs before the transferred job is placed on the second queue; see figs. 4-6; col. 
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13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33) and if the moved job has an later reception than the first 
job and has an earlier reception than the second job (i.e. the moved job can be 
received by the other queue after the first job and before the second job in the job 
transferring system; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33), said proxy 
processing unit changes the moved job to have a higher priority than the second job 
and to have a lower priority than the first job (i.e. in the system, if all the same jobs 
have the same priority, the moment the jobs are received by the second queue, 
the print job is ordered in the order of when they are received. Also, when taking 
into account different printing priorities of each print job, a first job can have a 
highest priority that was already present on the second queue. This would print 
first if the second job placed on the queue has a standard priority and the moved 
job has a higher priority. Next, the moved job will print because of the higher 
priority than a standard priority; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33). 

Therefore, in view of Gassho '626, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of wherein, if first and 
second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later reception 
than the first job and has an earlier reception than the second job, said proxy 
processing unit changes the moved job to have a higher priority than the second job 
and to have a lower priority than the first job in order to print a job according to priority 
(as stated in Gassho '626 col. 13, lines 18-36). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/601 ,679 Page 1 9 

Art Unit: 2625 

However, the combination of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 fails to teach 
if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later 
reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the second job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Abe '792. Abe '792 
discloses if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job 
has an later reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the 
second job (i.e. in the system of Abe '792, the priority of print jobs are based on 
the time of reception. If the time of reception feature of Abe '792 was used to 
combine with the printing priority setting function of Motamed '969, which is 
modified by the job transferring and priority printing features of Gassho '626, the 
above feature would be performed; see col. 11, lines 1-40). 

Therefore, in view of Abe '792, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
at the time the invention was made to have the feature of if first and second jobs are 
stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later reception time than the 
first job and has an earlier reception time than the second job in order to determine the 
processing order of print jobs based on the reception time (as stated in Abe '792 col. 11, 
lines 1-40). 

Re claim 27: The teachings of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 and Abe '792 are 
disclosed above. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/601 ,679 Page 20 

Art Unit: 2625 

However, Motamed '969 fails to teach a method according to claim 20, wherein, if 
first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later 
reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the second job, 
said proxy processing step includes changing the moved job to have a higher priority 
than the second job and to have a lower priority than the first job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Gassho '626. Gassho 
'626 discloses wherein, if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue (i.e. in 
the system of Gassho '626, the second queue can contain any number of print 
jobs before the transferred job is placed on the second queue; see figs. 4-6; col. 
13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33) and if the moved job has an later reception than the first 
job and has an earlier reception than the second job (i.e. the moved job can be 
received by the other queue after the first job and before the second job in the job 
transferring system; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33), said proxy 
processing step includes changing the moved job to have a higher priority than the 
second job and to have a lower priority than the first job (i.e. in the system, if all the 
same jobs have the same priority, the moment the jobs are received by the 
second queue, the print job is ordered in the order of when they are received. 
Also, when taking into account different printing priorities of each print job, a first 
job can have a highest priority that was already present on the second queue. 
This would print first if the second job placed on the queue has a standard 
priority and the moved job has a higher priority. Next, the moved job will print 
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because of the higher priority than a standard priority; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 
18— col. 16, line 33). 

Therefore, in view of Gassho '626, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of wherein, if first and 
second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later reception 
than the first job and has an earlier reception than the second job, said proxy 
processing step includes changing the moved job to have a higher priority than the 
second job and to have a lower priority than the first job in order to print a job according 
to priority (as stated in Gassho '626 col. 13, lines 18-36). 

However, the combination of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 fails to teach 
if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later 
reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the second job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Abe 792. Abe 792 
discloses if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job 
has an later reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the 
second job (i.e. in the system of Abe 792, the priority of print jobs are based on 
the time of reception. If the time of reception feature of Abe 792 was used to 
combine with the printing priority setting function of Motamed '969, which is 
modified by the job transferring and priority printing features of Gassho '626, the 
above feature would be performed; see col. 11, lines 1-40). 

Therefore, in view of Abe 792, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
at the time the invention was made to have the feature of if first and second jobs are 
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stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later reception time than the 
first job and has an earlier reception time than the second job in order to determine the 
processing order of print jobs based on the reception time (as stated in Abe 792 col. 11, 
lines 1-40). 

Re claim 28: The teachings of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 and Abe 792 are 
disclosed above. 

However, Motamed '969 fails to teach a method according to claim 20, wherein, if 
first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later 
reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the second job, 
said proxy processing step includes changing the moved job to have a higher priority 
than the second job and to have a lower priority than the first job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Gassho '626. Gassho 
'626 discloses wherein, if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue (i.e. in 
the system of Gassho '626, the second queue can contain any number of print 
jobs before the transferred job is placed on the second queue; see figs. 4-6; col. 
13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33) and if the moved job has an later reception than the first 
job and has an earlier reception than the second job (i.e. the moved job can be 
received by the other queue after the first job and before the second job in the job 
transferring system; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33), said proxy 
processing step includes changing the moved job to have a higher priority than the 
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second job and to have a lower priority than the first job (i.e. in the system, if all the 
same jobs have the same priority, the moment the jobs are received by the 
second queue, the print job is ordered in the order of when they are received. 
Also, when taking into account different printing priorities of each print job, a first 
job can have a highest priority that was already present on the second queue. 
This would print first if the second job placed on the queue has a standard 
priority and the moved job has a higher priority. Next, the moved job will print 
because of the higher priority than a standard priority; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 
18— col. 16, line 33). 

Therefore, in view of Gassho '626, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of wherein, if first and 
second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later reception 
than the first job and has an earlier reception than the second job, said proxy 
processing step includes changing the moved job to have a higher priority than the 
second job and to have a lower priority than the first job in order to print a job according 
to priority (as stated in Gassho '626 col. 13, lines 18-36). 

However, the combination of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 fails to teach 
if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later 
reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the second job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Abe '792. Abe '792 
discloses if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job 
has an later reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the 
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second job (i.e. in the system of Abe '792, the priority of print jobs are based on 
the time of reception. If the time of reception feature of Abe '792 was used to 
combine with the printing priority setting function of Motamed '969, which is 
modified by the job transferring and priority printing features of Gassho '626, the 
above feature would be performed; see col. 11, lines 1-40). 

Therefore, in view of Abe '792, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
at the time the invention was made to have the feature of if first and second jobs are 
stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later reception time than the 
first job and has an earlier reception time than the second job in order to determine the 
processing order of print jobs based on the reception time (as stated in Abe '792 col. 11, 
lines 1-40). 

Re claim 29: The teachings of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 and Abe '792 are 
disclosed above. 

However, Motamed '969 fails to teach an apparatus according to claim 24, 
wherein, if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job 
has an later reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the 
second job, said proxy processing unit changes the moved job to have a higher priority 
than the second job and to have a lower priority than the first job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Gassho '626. Gassho 
'626 discloses wherein, if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue (i.e. in 
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the system of Gassho '626, the second queue can contain any number of print 
jobs before the transferred job is placed on the second queue; see figs. 4-6; col. 
13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33) and if the moved job has an later reception than the first 
job and has an earlier reception than the second job (i.e. the moved job can be 
received by the other queue after the first job and before the second job in the job 
transferring system; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33), said proxy 
processing unit changes the moved job to have a higher priority than the second job 
and to have a lower priority than the first job (i.e. in the system, if all the same jobs 
have the same priority, the moment the jobs are received by the second queue, 
the print job is ordered in the order of when they are received. Also, when taking 
into account different printing priorities of each print job, a first job can have a 
highest priority that was already present on the second queue. This would print 
first if the second job placed on the queue has a standard priority and the moved 
job has a higher priority. Next, the moved job will print because of the higher 
priority than a standard priority; see figs. 4-6; col. 13, lines 18 — col. 16, line 33). 

Therefore, in view of Gassho '626, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time the invention was made to have the feature of wherein, if first and 
second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later reception 
than the first job and has an earlier reception than the second job, said proxy 
processing unit changes the moved job to have a higher priority than the second job 
and to have a lower priority than the first job in order to print a job according to priority 
(as stated in Gassho '626 col. 13, lines 18-36). 
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However, the combination of Motamed '969 in view of Gassho '626 fails to teach 
if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later 
reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the second job. 

However, this is well known in the art as evidenced by Abe '792. Abe '792 
discloses if first and second jobs are stored in the second queue and if the moved job 
has an later reception time than the first job and has an earlier reception time than the 
second job (i.e. in the system of Abe '792, the priority of print jobs are based on 
the time of reception. If the time of reception feature of Abe '792 was used to 
combine with the printing priority setting function of Motamed '969, which is 
modified by the job transferring and priority printing features of Gassho '626, the 
above feature would be performed; see col. 11, lines 1-40). 

Therefore, in view of Abe '792, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
at the time the invention was made to have the feature of if first and second jobs are 
stored in the second queue and if the moved job has an later reception time than the 
first job and has an earlier reception time than the second job in order to determine the 
processing order of print jobs based on the reception time (as stated in Abe '792 col. 11, 
lines 1-40). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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6. Salgado (US Pat. No 6504621 ) discloses a system for managing resource 
deficient jobs in a multifunctional printing system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAD DICKERSON whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1351. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Thur. 9:00-6:30 
Fri. 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Haskins can be reached on (571)-272-7406. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. D.I 

/Chad Dickerson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
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